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THE SIDROT 


By Abraham Chill 


The Sidrah — the waekly Torah- 
roading portion —- has for cen- 
turies beon popular with rabbis as 
materiel for the O'var Torah, and 
for sermons. THE SIDROT olfers 
commentary on each Parshat 
HaShavua, which imparis 
knowledge of Judaism, teaching 
of the masters and the morals of 
our tradition. Published by Gefen, 
hard cover, 191 pagas. 
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A COMPANION 
TO PIRKE AVOT 
By Benjamin Morgenstern 


The wisdom of our sages Is most 
succinct in Pirke Avot, the Chap- 
ters of Our Fathara. This book is 
concerned with the rabbis them- 
selves. Each chapter is devoted to 
8 different sage. and the era In 
which he lived. Personal acquain- 
tance intensifias the comprehen- 
sion of tha worde of wisdom as 
we read them in Avot. Published 
by Gefen, hard cover, 221 pages. 


ΙΒ 6,040 
Reduced Price IS 4,100 


Thirty-two brightly coloured 
ον album-sized pages chock-full 


* wonderful world of Jewish 
numbers. A unique juvenile - 
picture book for ages 4-8, 
Hardcover, ὁ .. τ΄. 
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column in The Jerusatem Post, 


both Bible lovers and netura 
lovers, combining rabbinic insight 
with natural history to produce δ᾽ 
delightful book. The chapters of 
the book are linked to the weekly 
sidra (Torah reading). ‘ 
Pubilshed by Sanhedrin Press, 
hardeqver, 188 pages 


ΙΒ 3,600 
Reduced Price 1S 2,770 


What exciting surprises does 
Savta : Simcha: have in her 
bursting Shabbos bag? . 
Adventure, éxcitement, and, 
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The Jerusalem Post Library 


by Avraham Steinberg ΜΙᾺ 


Based on Rabbi E.Y. Waiden- 


berg's 7zitz Eliezer, JEWISH 
MEDICAL LAW examines the 


~ legal aspects of such topics as 


contraception, organ 
transplants, human experimen- 
tation, dietary laws and Sabbath 
desecration. Hardcover, 181 


pages. 


ΙΒ 4,120 
‘Reduced Price 18 3,216 
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That marvellous old lady. 


THERE IS ἃ tale about the Hassidic 
Rabbj Mordechai of Neskhiz (1742- 
1800), recounted by S.Y. Agnon in 
his anthology Yamim Nora'im (En- 
glish edition, Days of Awe). 

Rabbi Mordechai was very poor. 
Nevertheless, every year he would 
scrimp and save to buy as beautiful 
an etrog as possible for the Succot 
four-species rite. One year, having 
scraped together what was for him 
the enormous sum of six rubles, he 
set out for the market in nearby Brod 
shortly before Succot to buy an 
etrog. On the outskirts of Brod, he 
came upon a Jew sitting in the field 
weeping. “Brother dear, what's 
wrong?” the rabbi asked. 

The man said he eked out a 
meagre livelihood delivering water 
to the townsfolk in a tank carried on 
a horse-drawn cart. His horse had 
just dropped dead and he would 
have to take to begging. 

Rabbi Mordechai promptly hand- 
ed him his six rubles and told him to 
go buy a horse. 

On returning home, the rabbi 
elatedly exclaimed to his wife: “God 
be praised, God be praised for pro- 
viding so beautifully for me this 
Succot. While all the other Jews are 
performing the mitzva over an etrog, 
Fit be doing it over a horse!" 

To Rabbi Mordechai that year, 
giving up his etrog so the water- 
carrier could have a horse for his 
livelihood was the supreme imple- 
mentation of the principle of hiddur 
mitzva, observing a precept in the 
most elegant manner possible. 

It is doublful that Rabbi Mor- 
dechui can be faulted as having 
violated the admonition (Midrash 
Vayikra Rabba 30:1) to spare no 
money in observing the Precepts in 
general, and the one on the four 
species in particular. He did the best 
he could in his circumstances; as he 
saw il, he did better than he hoped. 

Indeed, thére are many people 
who stint on neither time nor money 
in their search for a perfect four- 
Species sect. The way some people 
shop around for recurds, clothes, or 
automobiles, these people may be 
seen shopping around for the four 

᾿ Species, especially in the five days> 
between Yom Kippur and Succot. 
‘Turing the lulav (palm branch) this 
way and that. “aiming” it tosee if its 
Spine is perfectly straight, gingerly 
putting a finger to the tip to see if it. 
pricks or whether it is hopelessly 
blunt. Examining the etrog (citron) 
sometimes under a magnifying glass, 
for unwanted blemishes, for sym- 
_ metry, for the quality of its yellow- 
“Breenness. Closely checking the 
myrtle sprigs (hacassim) tu see if the 
~ leaves are flawless and in clusters of 
three from top to bottom. Picking 
the three sprigs of hadassim, and 
‘the two willow branches (uravot) in 


~ . 8 particular state of sprouting and a 
. _ koishikel, the holder made of plaited 


‘palmleaves. ᾿ ve 
- Then paying a rather huge sum for 
the lot - before Rosh Hashana one 


, dealer was already asking $125 just 


τ for-an etrog.. "Then taking the four 
Species home sind arranging them in 


the prescribed “bunch” for use in the 
τ Succot rite celebrating our presumed 
wictory over. Satan in our Rosh 
Ὁ Hashana-Yom Kippur contest with 


ἔς him before the heavenly court. 


, Similir care is supposed to go'into 


"+ the’ building of the succa booth. — 


berg 


᾿ geting its height, the nature of 


' ε Ἧι, the ay and quantity tet 
: mage used for roofing,. the 
MA decorations. aoe τι 

: ine 


Talmudic sages tell us a num‘ 
times that precepts of this sort 


What we eat, how we prepare - 
Wen ΘΑ Πρ. πα how we eat it; Nor, . 
ῥ ἦε told, does God need the light 

‘candles we ‘ritually kindle on 


“ae Hot an end in-themselves. It |. 
+ dbesn't - matte 
2 Aug, alter to God, we are 


OCTOBER 10, 1984, .- 


The lesson of Succot 


various occasions, By extension, 
God also doesn't care whether we 
eat inasucca or in the house, or what 
we do with an etrog and the rest, 
God, we are taught, gave us these 
ritual precepts only in order to refine 
and elevate us, He did so, that is, to 
get us into the habit of performing 
acts that will remind us of our mis- 
sion as the bearers and exemplars of 
His Tora; to remind us, that is, to 
observe his commands regarding our 
treatment of our fellow human 
beings and our natural environment. 
Even the commandment concern- 
ing Succot specifies an ethical ele- 
ment (Deuteronomy 16: 13-14); 
“After the ingathering from your 
threshing floor and your vat, you 
shall make the Feast of Succot for 


Moshe Kohn 


seven days, You shall rejoice in your 
festival ~ you...and your male and 
your female slaves...and the stranger 
and the orphan and the widow living 
in your communities..."" (author's 
emphasis]. 

Accordingly, a lesson of the four- 
species procedure may be that we 

ould be just as scrupulous in our 
dealings with people; just as serupu- 
lous in choosing how we shall act 
towards and speak to our fellow 
humans. And a lesson of the succa- 
building procedure may be that we 
should be as scrupulous in selecting 
building materials for, and in the 


way we build, our homes, work 


-premises, streets und twons. 


The Tatmudic sages tell us that a 
lessun of the four-species procedure 
is that of pluralism in unity. In Mid- 
rash Vayikra Rabba 30:12 we read: 

Just as the etrog hay both flavour 
and fragrance, so are there Jews who 
are both learned and rich in right 
action. Just as the lulav has flavour 
but no fragrance, so are there Jews 
who are learned but poor in deeds. 
Just as the myrtle sprig has fragrance 
but not flavour, so are there Jews 
who are rich in deeds but unlearned. 
Just as the willow has neither flavour 
nor fragrance, so are there Jews who 
have neither learning nor deeds. 

God is not going to annihilate 
them, so what does He do? He says: 


Let the Jews be bound together in 
unity, and they will complement 
each other. 

And (Tractate Menahot 27a): 
Two of the four species -- the palm 
and the ctrog trees - yield Fruit and 
two — the myrtle and the willow — do 
not. The two kinds need each other, 
And in order for the precept to be 
fulfilled, they must all be bound 
together in one bunch. The same 
applies to the Jewish people. 

Indeed, the Talmudic sages tell us 
in a number of places: If the Jews 
were at peace with each other and 
united, even for idolatry, God would 
hot permit our adversaries to prevail 
against us. 


COVER PHOTO by Joe! Fishnuu: 
Selecting myrile sprigs at the Four 
Species market in Jerusalem's Mea 
Shearim. The Succot supplement wat 
edited by Amy Levinson. Layout by 
Bernard Berniker. 
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[erates cs SoCo 
THE WNT israel of Indiadecorated 
their palm-and-bambors succot with 
{uit which later used fora feast 
in the synagogue on the evening 
after Siinhat ‘Torn; the Jews of Bur- 
distin began each day of the hol 
Wilh a pre-law feast and singing; 
for the [Brits Shassidiin, the high 
point of holiday ἐν the fourth day, the 
anniversary of the death of the 
rebbe, Rabbi Nabiman of Brit 
For the Bnei Istael. the ancient 
Jewish community in aud around 
Bombay, the “time of our happi- 
ness” began on the evening after 
Yom Kippur. On that night and the 
three tallowing it before Succot, ex- 
plain Nowk Massil, Ezra Shalem and 
Solomon Benjamin, three members 
af the community now liviag in Jeru- 
salem, it was the custom te dress in 
white Yom Kippur clothes and visit 
relatives and friends, including those 
seco only rarely during the rest of the 
year. 
At the same time, people were 


in his native village of Ti 
half-a-dozen of the 20 families build 
their awn suceat in addition to the 
ain one atthe synugogue. Bambuo 
posts were usually used for the 
fame, and lerge palo leaves for the 
sides and roof, 

On the day before the holiday 
hepan, ἃ large etrog was hung in the 
synagogue suvcea, and the 
shehehianw blessing recited. ‘Then 
the members uf the community hung 
rubber balloons and cocomits, bana- 
has, apples, melons, large cucum- 
μὶ ther fruit, until t! ‘oof 
werd. But, according to 
cl Shalom, the fruits hact tu 


Massil 
he ones that would best through the 
holiday without spoiling and that 


woukl nol be erushed when pulled 
down by escited dancers. 

Lulavs and elrogs were expensive: 
most Jews used) the ones bought by 
the synigogue. “Ut was α non-Jewish 
country.” Miassil says: in extrene 
understatement, und only Jews who 
had thei: owa businesses were able 
ta take aff work on intermedinte 
days of the holiday. Prayers nit 
songs for the holiday in the synage- 
gue were in Hebrew; af home Jews 
alsu sang holiday songs in Marathi, 
the local language. 

On Simhat Tora, the wooden 
doom of the ark were left open 
throughout the day. In-their place 
was hung a curtain made for the 
occasion of small tose, jasmine and 
other fragant ond “very expensive” 
blossoms threaded tugether. 

In Massil’s village, the Aakafot - 
the procession and dancing around 
the synagogue with the Tora scrolls -- 
teak place late on Simhat Tora, after 
minha services, and were inter- 
rupted for the evening service mark- 
ing the end of the holiday. 

Foltowing the seventh Aakafa, the 
Jarge etsog in the synugogue succa 
was auctioned off, The etrog fetched 
a high price for the synugogue, since 
it brought geod luck: "Somcane who 
had getten married that year would 
get a son, a bachelor would get 
married; for somcone without chil- 
dren, it would bring children" 

The -hatiday dancing did not οὐδ 
with the auction, but moved outside 
to the sucea, As the dancing wenton, 
the lucky man who had bid the 
highest got on another man's shoul- 

. ders and pulled down the elrog, This 


: was the signal for the young men to . 


‘feap up, grab the othér fruit, pull 
| them down and bring theny into the 
ἡ synagogue, where the dancing cun- 


tinued until the fruit were cut open’ 
and the congregation feasted on the. 


succa decorations. 


In Tula, Massil remembers, the: 


festivities al the synagogue ended nf 
10 or 11 at night, but then the young 


men danced through the streetsina ς 
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Bratstaver’s during simhal beit hasho'eva dancing. 


UJoel Fishman) 


line, arms on each other's shoulders, 
to the homes of those families who 
fad built thei awa succat, where 
they wold again harvest the ripe 
fruit tem) the savea rouf, dawn 
inks sea veal them by the tumily and 
dance on fo the nest hone. When all 
the succut Ina been picked clean, 
the festival ended. 


“HIP WILO has nat seen joy like 
that, has not seen joy,” says Zion 
Alfia, whose father was it rabbi in the 
neither Trai cily of Zakho, de- 
scribing the Kurdish Jews’ pre-dawn 
celebrations whieh took place every 
day ef Sucent except Shabbat, 
Preparations hegan the night be- 
fore, during evening services, when 
the privilege of taking hume the 
synagugue's lulav and etrog wus au- 
ctianed off. The congregants then 
went home, where most had built » 
succa in the courtyard, invited the 
traditiunal “guests" - Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Aaron 


_ and David — to come to the sucea, 


ate, sung und studied the Talmudic 
tractale Suced. 

Men normilly slept in the succa, 
Alfia says, since this was considered 
to be “a means of achievin 
life and of purifying the roul. 
he adds, “In the Diaspora we be- 
lieved very much in demons and 
spirits. To scare them so they 
wouldnt attack a man in the succa, a 
knife or scissors were put under the 


é “pillow.” 
Two hours before dawn, the syna- 
gogue altendant came to each house, 


Kurdish Jews, Bratslaver Hassidim and the 
Bnei Israel of India celebrate Succot with 
unique rituals, reports Gershom Gorenberg. 


Karilish sucet. 


" 


Msciel Museum) 
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called the name of the man who lived 
there, and said: “Get up for the 
miizva of lulay and etrag." Every- 
one then went to the home of the 
man who had bought the lulay and 
etrog the night before, where the 
host would serve, tea, coffee, aruk - 
“te wake the soul’ — cake. and 
pickled vegetables. 

‘The guests ule and sung holiday 
songs until first light, the time for 
morning prayers, when all the men 
and women walked in 1 procession 
to the synagogue, led hy the host 
with the synagogue’s lutav and etrog. 
“Everyone threw candies at him as if 
they were leading a groom to his 
bridal canopy,” Alfia says. 

Afier Hoshana Raba, the last 
day of Succot, the willow branches 
used in that day's services were 
saved to be burned in the spring 
when matzot were baked for Pessah. 
The etrog was also saved and kept in 
actothes closet, both to give a goud 
Scent to the clothing and to keep 
moths away. But the etrog had 
another important use. “If a man 
stuttered, they would cut a bit of the 
elrogrind and put it under his tongue 
as a remedy,” Alfia explains. 

On the morning of Simhat Tora, 
before the Tora reading. a kid- 
dush was held in the synagogue 
with wine, arak and pickled veget- 
ables. At the same time, an auction 
was held for the privilege of being 
one of the “grooms” who would be 
called to the Tora for the reading of 
Deuteronomy 33:27-29, of the last 
two chapters of the Tora and of the 
beginning of Genesis. “The drink- 
ing, he notes, “raised the prices.” 

But those who bid for the speciat 
sendings had to make special adv- 
ance preparations since, he explains, 
“the real ‘celebration was at the 
homes.” After the sorvices, the en- 
fire congregation proceeded in turn 
to the home of each groom, where a 
feast would be set out in the court- 
yard, including the traditional keifa, 
εἶγα and sijuka -- cow stomach and 


"intestines stuffed-with rice and meat- 


- nnd more arak.-“It's a-shame that 
toduy there's no celebration like 


ἰδ: Alfia says, painting an idyllic 


picture of the past. “There ‘was no 
cooking gas or income tax; every- 
thing.went for food.” ων 


RABBI Nahinan ol Bratshiw, fimed 
as the hagsidie leader whose follow- 
ers never chose another rebbe to 
replace him. died in TSE) on the 
fourth day of Suceot. 

Ever since, the yurceis, the 
anniversary of the death, has been 
“the New Year of Bratshiver Hassi- 
dim. We look forward to this day, 
and everyone does ἃ soul-searching 
τὸ teckon what 1 have done all year 
as ἃ Bratsliver hussid." explains 
Nahman Borlstein. 

Burlstein, 50, 4 small man with a 
conslant smile that fits the Bratslav- 
er emphasis on joy in all circumst- 
aves, spent his childhood in the 
Jewish Quarter of the Old City. 
After the Jordanian conquest in 
1948, the Bratslaver community in 
the Old City moved to the capital's 
Katamon neighbourhood, where 
Borlstein has lived since. 

Eepeniae the celebration of a 
yurzeit as a holiday, Borlstein says, 
“On this day our rebbe has the power 
to rise up and do many things for our 
sake.” This, he says. is based on a 
statement in the Zohar (the central 
work of Jewish mysticism) that 
“righteous men who have died have 
mure power after their death than in 
their lives. They are more present in 
this world after their deaths, because 
they are freed of their bodies, and 
can do more through their spirits.” 

On the afternoon of the fourth day 
of Succot, the Bratslaver hassidim 
gather in their synagogues. After the 
afternoon service, they sit in the 
succa for a festival meal, during 
which an elderly member of the 
community tells the story of Rabbi 
Nahman’s last hours as recorded by 
his chief disciple. 

The meal lasts for three or four 
hours. The hassidim elsewhere in the 
city then go to the central Bratslaver 
synagogue in Mex Shearim, where 
simhat bvit hasho'eva, the nightly 
Succai celebration, is’ marked with 
particular fervour, the hassidim 
dancing late inte the night. 

The yarzeit, Borlstein empha- 
sizes, docs not overshadow the rest 
of the holiday. A Bratstaver Hussid. 
he says, will not buy or build a house 
without first making sure there is 8 
place set aside fur a sucea; in the 
Dinspora, some built a permanent 
frame for the succa before building 
the house itself. During the holiday 
“we practically don't leave the suc- 
ca. We study there, eat there. Any- 
thing which can be done in the succa, 
we won't do anywhere else.” Rabbi 
Nahman, he explains, put particular 
emphasis on dwelling in the succa 
“since it isa mulzva that is performed 
with the entire body." 

Borlstein adds that “We are very 
strict about sleeping in the succa. 
This, too, is based on a doctrine of 
Rabbi Nahman, which says that 
there are two types of dreams, those 
brought to a person by angels and 
those brought by demons. The word 
“succa” is numerically equivalent in 
gematria to the Hebrew word 
“angel.” so the sleep and dreams of 
the succa come from an angel. 

The Bratslavers, Boristein says, 
customarily “lavish our. money on 
. buying an etrog, because no one 
knows the true value of this itzva. 
The etrog is saved for the entire 
year, since “the rebbe said that any- 
one whose eyes hurt should look at 

an etrog, and it will be a remedy. 

Some hassidim, he adds, also save 
the myrtle branches used with ‘thé 
lulay during succot to serve as spices 
for havdala. “Since they've served 
for one mitzva, another mitzva 1s 

. also performed with them,” he ex- 
plains. And to preserve the delicate 
* myrtle leaves, 8 pouch is woven for 
- them out of the feaves of the lulav 
itself, keeping one more 5: 
the “time of our happinese” for the 


entire year. - aes 
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Mixed species 


Greer Fay Cashman meets an unusual couple. 


THE IDEA of the binding together 
of the four species which churacte- 
rizes Succut -- the palm, which has 
taste but nu fragrance; the myrtle, 
which has fragrance but no tuste; the 
willow, which bas neither taste nor 
and the citron, which has 
and fragrance - is an 
the different types of 
people which make up this country’s 
population. The bringing together of 
the different species, representative 
in number of the size of an average 
family, is symbolic of peace and 
harmony. 

The mixed species syndroine is the 
unavoidable hallmark of any country 
which encourages immigration -- 
though the syndrome may some- 
times manifest itself beyond the 
boundaries of that country. Thus, 
even in countries whose societics 
have been closed to outsiders for 
centuries, we are witnessing the 
evolution of the poly-cultural family. 

Izaya and Rika Noda, aged 12 and 
eight respectively, are examples of a 
relatively rare strain. Their father 
Tetsuya was born in Shiranui, a 
Japanese township not far from the 
Korein border. 

Dorit (Bartur) Noda, their 
mother, wis born on Kibbutz Galed. 

Izaya and Rika's religious ances- 
try is Buddhist on their father's side 
and Jewish on their mother’s. 

The family lives in Tokyo, where 
Tetsuya is associate professor in the 
faculty of art at the National Uni- 
versity of Fine Art and Music. 

The Noda family has not experi- 
enced racial prejudice in either 
Japan or Israel, but in orderta marry 
Dorit ina Jewish ceremony, Tetsuya 
had to convert to Judaism. The con- 
version ceremony took place in 
Japan. : 

There is a family joke that it was 
an arranged match. While Dorit's 
father was Israel's ambassador to 
Japan, her sister Michal was study- 
ing ceramics at Japan's National 
University of Fine Art and Music 
and becume friendly with Tetsuya. 
He was so immersed in his studies 
that he set aside little time for 
socialising, and it occurred to him 
that opportunities for martiuge were 


_ Passing him by. 


Dorit was still in Israel al the time, 
completing her military service. 
When Dorit arrived in Japan, early 
in 1967, Michal introduced her to 
Tetsuya, after which nature took its 
course, 

But four years passed before the 
couple was ‘married. Dorit, who 
had never imagined fiving per- 
Manently outside Israel, returned 
home. Tetsuya followed. He found 
employment in a well-known Jeru- 
salem print workshop, but was con- 
slantly frustrated. His ideas on tech- 
muque and presentation were dismis- 

“as worthless, while his employers 
tried to foist on him ideas which were 
alien to his way of thinking. 

Tit found it easier to adapt to 
Span. Before her marriage, ste had 
‘armed to speak Japanese. Perhaps 
Tore important, she had met Tet- 
5uya on his territory and not on hers, 
and knew instinctively that the bur- 

Ἢ of adjustment would eventually 
ste her. As it is, Dorit believes 
to scart better than men 
society,” culture and another 

Over the years, Tetsuya has pick- 

uP some Hebrew and Yiddish 


Ἢ Taseology which he uses 


ayuourously to help change or 


Weoley or to create a lighter 
Astead of conforming to the 
Teotyped image of the inscrutable 
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Oriental, he uses laughter as a mask 
behind which to hide his thoughts 
and feelings. 

Whereas Dorit may supply any 
number of logical reasons for living 
in Japan instead of Israel, Tetsuya is 
nimbly evasive and quips, by “living 
in Japan, we can always celebrate 
Passover 'next year in Jerusalem." ” 

For Dorit, the most difficuti 
aspect of living in Japan is the geop- 
raphic distance from her own eulture 
and humeland. The expense of 
travelling between the two countries 
is formidable, so she does not come 
home as often as she would like. 

It is not always easy for the high- 
spirited ex-kibbutznik to fit in with 
the formality of Japanese society. 
Similarly. when the family is in 
Israel, Tetsuya is jarred by the infor- 
mality and the way il expresses itself 
on the roads. He is convinced that 
much of the dangerous driving which 
one sees here stems from lack of 
formality and discipline. He can't get 
used to the way that drivers shout at 
each other at the slightest provoca- 
tion. “In Japan we never shout al 
other drivers," he said when he was 
here in mid-summer. 

Dorit has a somewhat different 

view on matters of formality and 
discipline. “Israelis let it all out, and 
the Japanese keep it all inside - so if 
it docs come out, it’s very frighten- 
ing.” 
The Noda household is bi- 
cultural, but not inspeech. Although 
some Japanese people have learned 
to speak other languages, contact 
with anything foreign, according to 
Dorit, is a traumatic experience for 
them. Centuries of isolation from 
the rest of the world, she explains, 
have created cultural inhibitions 
which outsiders from the West simp- 
ly cannot comprehend. 

She has friends who have wanted 
to study English and who have asked 
her to teach them — but the difficul- 
ties are enormous. “Foreigners can't 
even begin to imagine the inhabi- 
tions which the Japanese have in 
trying to speak another language.” 

Inexplicably, the Japanese are 
more amenable to new foods than a 
new language and are eager to try 
humous, uny variety of eggplant 
salads and other Isrueli delicacies. 
But these appear on the Noda table 
only when there are visitors, The rest 
of the time, the cuisine is Japanese. 
“Tetsuya is a good cook,” says Dorit 
fondly. “He taught me everything I 
know about Japanese cooking.” 

“She's trying to be a good balebus- 
ta,” chimes in Tetsuya. 

More and more married women — 
Dorit among them - go out to work 
in Japan. Dorit has taught many 
courses to people working in the 
Israel section of Japan's Foreign 
Ministry, and has taught Hebrew to 
Japanese diplomats posted to Israel. 
She has also taught Hebrew ia the 
Sunday school of the Jewish Com- 
munity Centre, and whenever there 
are Israeli exhibitions in Japan she 
translates the catalogues and 
brochures into Japanese. 


One of her more exciting experi- 
ences was to come home with a 
Japanese television crew to film an 
introduction to the Israel TV series 
based on the film The Yellow Popsi- 
cle. Presented in Japan ns Growing 
Up. the series is now showing for the 
sixth consecutive season and has une 
of the highest ratings in Japan. 

Although the Japanese are basi- 
cally not anti-Israel, their views of 
this country are often distorted by 
biased reporting in the media. 
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“Everyone knows that Telsuya is 
married to an Israeli,” says Dorit, 
‘and sometimes he hus the feelin 
that he is Israel's defence ministe! 

Tetsuya's toughest “diplematic™ 
Assigninent was after the massacres 
in Sabra and Shatilla. “1 knew the 
facts," he recalls. “E had the Israeli 
point of view. But most Japanese 
received another version of the 
story," 

Currently, Izaya and Rika are 
more Japanese than they are Israeli. 
Dorit clocs not think that they will 
ever be forced to make a choice of 
allegiance between one country or 
the other. “Somehow | think ‘that 
when the children grow up.” she 
says. “borders between countries 
will change. They won't be as people 
delineuted them 50 yews aga ~ and 
distances will also be shorter. 

“A hundred yeurs ago, people 
didn’t intermarry to the extent that 
they do now. Everything is different. 


a δ , - [is 
The Nada fanrily during a visitto Jerusalem. (Dan Landau} 
I just hope that my children will be 


i ‘ cause we have so inuch to learn from 
comfortable in both countries be- 


cach other.” 


Hundreds of pensioners have 
chosen a new way Of life 

at the Golden Age House 

in Tel Aviv. 


J — contentment, 
lo in Miami Beach. 
. both couplesand 


Jullo Keufman gays: 
Evorything’s so pleasant 
haze, reafly... My Dat was 
tea large and! wanted lo 
movo to ἃ comfortable 
and there's anemergen- Place with medical 
cynurse=lrealiyiovathe services Aclivines here 
place. bro varied. No fears, as 
the place is guarded 1 
fee! good hers. 


Sese Greenwald says: | 
Hike 1 here, my fellow 
lenanis, the activities 
(the club, bridge group, 
video). | fea! safe here, 


Airs. Marah Elda says: Mr. ὕδδοὸν Wel 
I's quiet and nica here. | jays: have companions, 
used to have attacks of «= Shadbat synagogue 
fear, but that’s all gone services, we'va got 
hore. | sleep peacefully  wonderiul people here 
and {eel wonderful who worry aboutus Nat fing. | rest, have a nurse 
There's a lesling of like ather senior to care far me. And then 
securily. Notia mantian = rasidants homes, with thore’s the club. tha 
tha nuree round the their comman meals itt activities, the cormpany. | 
Clock. And every con- faat like il, | conk up just hhe being hare. 

vonience. sametliing fer mysail. 


Mrs. Rosa Nahmanson 
says: At our age, it's just 
na good wher 


va no 
complaints -- | feel just 


Anew way of life 
for Golden Age pensioners 


You can rent a 1-2 room fiat al the Golden Age House, and 
live lika In a hve star hotel. Privacy, independence, tals of 
friends, visiiors, 3 nurse and round the clack guard. 
Thaze’s a health club, an exclusive club. synagogue, 
Shabbat ii, restaurant, library, wlavision, films. 
automatic laundi nal phones. an 
intercom for emergencies and all thes .amack in the heark 
ol Tal Aviv. 

You can bring your own furmture or tent a conpletaly 
furnished fiat. The widely experienced Gotden Age Hausa 
88 5 are completely al yous servicu. 


Visit the model flats. 


COME LIVE WITH us 


as months trial 


For a the pay—for only two 


period and 


Sun-Thut 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; Fri and eve of holid 
9a.m.-12 noon; Shabbat and holidays; 10A met pw: 


The Golden Age House-Tel Aviv 


76 .8 Guardia St., Tel. 03-399181 
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Betti Lipman compares the trials and tribulations of 


GD EE: 


succa-making in the Diaspora with festival celebrations here. 


ONLY THOSE who have lived in 
the Diaspora can truly appreciate 
the preparation and celebration of 
Jewish festivals in Israel, and on nu 
holiday is the contrast more marked 
than on Succat. 

{n all countries outside of Israel -- 
even the most liberal and democratic 
- observance of Shabbat and Jewish 
holidays poses special problems that 
mar the joy and ction of main- 
taining our tr: We are sensi- 
tive lo non-Je ion, afraid te 
arouse unti- sm, uncomfort- 
able about taking time off from 
school or work and desperately self- 
conscious as we stroll to synagogue 
in our festive finery, amid rush-hour 
crowds, 

On Suceot, that problens is ἢ 
vated when the menfolk, ¢ 
the fripile lulav and etre. 
wend their way Unrough tron 
shoppers who pane too gape, is 
Ugh Bucalaan Wood, alive with 
temans, hid appeared in their midse. 

For those whe five abrowd in indi- 

vidual houses with a garden, euting 
in the sucea presents ag problem 
i αἰ by autume 
rains. Since, hilachically. the sucei 
roof must he open to the sky and 
slars, if is not untikely dit the meal 
will be cooled and watered down by 
atorrentofriin, perhaps with coluur 
additive dripping from wished-cut 
paper chains hanging overhead, 

Residents of apartment buildings 

- where sucea facilities are obviously 
fal provied -- are compelled to 
brave the clements, as they carry 
bags und pots of food through (he 


streets, to a communal synagogue 
succa or to that of friends or neigh- 
bours. There, the hosts feel obliged 
10 rush their meal while the visitors 
wait, embareassed at having in- 
truded, until they can sit down ta 
cold, congealed soup and chilled 
chicken. 

Here in Israc 
different, su exciting and se vibrant. 
Before the holiday, stalls appear 
everywhere, spread with the four 
species, gaily coloured decorations, 
sprigs of dates and pomegraniites for 
hanging in the sneca, Crowds jostle, 
unashamedly fingering, peering and 
snuelling, as they select their Julav 
unc cteog, and everywhere there is 
the resounding ceho ot hanminers 


Aiateh at portly around the 
people can he seen daapging the 
huge pala frends thraugh the 
streets. Many apartnent buildings, 
ly constracted to aceammo- 
eeot, with balconies extend: 
ent 


the apps ¥ ta ereel 
easily accessible from the apart- 
ment. Here they can enjoy fre 
heated meals, lingering at leisure in 
their own ily cirele or with as 
many puests as they wish to invite, 
‘The clatter of cutlery and crack- 
ery, the babble of conversation from 
dozens of succot clustered together, 
interrupted by a burst of holiday 
songs often taken up by everyone in 
surrounding, succal, creates ἃ won- 


derfully heartening and truly festive 
atmosphere. [1 is all so spontancous 
and sincere, unlike the furtive 
awkwardness involved in celebrating 
Succot outside of Israel. 


For tourists and holidaymakers, 
succot are available in all public 
places; jn hotels, synagogues, tes- 
faurants, parks and, of course, at (he 
Western Wall, so that one may goon 
outings during the intermediate days 
without worrying about a succa in 
which to picnic. In fact, many tour 
organizers even provide a mobile 
sucea on their excursions, 


Celebrating two holy days at 


Shabbat, making three consecutive 
days of prayer alternating with heavy 


that Isracl’s one-day festival 
dictates, His disturbing, even incon- 
grious, to switch abruptly from the 
singing, dancing and merrymaking 
that inark Simhat Tora, to yizkor 
(memorial prayer for the deceased) 
and the salen prayer for rain, and 
then to revert to the Simhat ‘Tora 
revelry und refreshments. The two- 
day festival, as it is observed outside 
of Isracl, allows a day for the sad and 
solemn prayer, followed by one of 
joy and festivity, 

To compensate, Isruclis extend 


Pop - ὙΠῸ kd 

Local succa-making: A breeze. 

the celebrations well into the night, 
beyond the official termination of 
Simhat Tora, holding a second 
round of hakafot in public centres 
and settlements. Visitors from every 
corner of the country attend, licking 
freshly-made ices that have not had 


time to set or munching hot Hanuk- 
ka doughnuts that traditionally 
make their debut that night. No need 
to mush home and dismantle their 
succot for fear of rain. Tomorrow is 
isru hag, another day of glorious 
sunshine and public holiday. 
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SALES OFFICE: 


"ΤΑΝΕ" Member of the 


ἤ CONSTRUCTION: Derwaco [Ὁ 


. “Netanya Club Hotel’, 
5, Herat St., Netanya, 
Tal. 0683-41197, 0563-44412. 


ap Bank Tefahot Group, Jerusalem : 


"DELIVERY DATE — END 1986 


Please send me more information on the N.C.H.: 


Now for the first time ever 
in NETANYA — a deluxe 
TIMESHARING HOTE 


with prices starting from $ 1500.- 


A few steps from the beach; a few minutes walk from the heart 
of downtown NETANYA; and a quarter of an hour's drive from 
the Caesarea golf Club. 


The brand new Netanya Club Hotel is your answer to runaway 
vacation costs. For a small investment you become the owner of 
a beautiful studio apartment or suite which is waiting for you 
every year. Whenever you're unable to come, you can let your 
friends use it, or rent it out yourself. It's yours forever — for 

you, your children and their children to enjoy. 


TIMESHARE OWNERSHIP AT THE NETANYA CLUB HOTEL— =” 
Your way to share Israel with us. 


᾿ Address; . ς΄; ὦ. - ---- 


__ Cutoutand mailto: Netanya Club Hotel, 6 Harcl St. Netanya, tscael 
‘ WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 1984 


{Alize Auerbacn) 


. Sttled 


Memories of 


bouquets past 


David Geffen 


THE SUCCOT bouquet -- as some 
label it - of the lulav and ctrog, 
myrtle and willow branches, repre- 
sents one of the aspects of aur tradi- 


tion known as hiddur mitzva - - 


beautifying a commandment. We 
are encouraged not just to perform 
the mitzva of the four species, which 
is spelled out in Leviticus 23:39-44, 
but to find the most beautiful lulav 
and etrog we can afford and thereby 
amplify the joy of the commandment 
through its aesthetic enhancement. 

Moreover, the use of an Israeli 
etrog makes possible a three-fold 
linkage -- historical, agricultural and 
Spiritual — to tradition. 

In ancient times, the ctrog was one 
Of the best known of the citrus fruits 
grown in the Jand of Israel. Depic- 
‘ions of etrogin are found on ancient 
Coins and pottery. Thus the modern 
Use of the Israeli etrog worldwide is a 
Teminder of the antiquity of this 
beautiful fruit of the holy land. 

But, it is only within this century 
that cultivation of the etrog in Pales- 
tine became. agriculturally viable. 
During the Middle Ages, etrogim 

the iste of Corfu came into use 

and continued to supply the Jewish 
Wortd into this century. In the early 
Palen Rav Kook muled that only 
‘alestine etrogim were fit for ritual 
Use on Succot. His halachic stand, 
per re from his love of the land 
br Its pioneers, provided a boost to 
€ citrus farming of the country. 

‘Oday, bundreds of thousands of 

Heli etrogim are sold annually. 

ted ΟΝ borain the U.S. and iste 
~~ In israel, { have a speci 
teeing for two places where ele- 

Mts of the Succot bouquet are 

» One is on the East side in 
ofall on New York, where stores’ 
shops ‘ypes become Succot speciality 

4 ἡ during the few weeks before 
Stival. The other is in Jeru- 


Salem, where markets, each more 


Sdlourful than the other, stretch 
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from) Mahane Yehuda into Mea 
Shearim. My children and 1 make 
the grand tour cach year just to 
capture the flavour and fervour of 
the sellers and the buyers. 

My love for the four species de- 
rives in the first place from my 
childhood experiences in the home 
of my grandfather, the late Rabbi 
Tobias Geffen. 


in Atlanta, Georgia, our home- 
town, the annual acquisition of the 
lulav and etrog was much more diffi- 
cult than just picking out a set in the 
open marketplace. My grandfather, 
from his arrival in the city in 1910, 
felt it his responsibility to get the 
Succot species not only for himself 
but also for Jews throughout the 
south. Delays in the species’ arrival 
in Atlanta gave rise to innovative 
methods of getting the lulav and 
etrog to their final destination on 
time. 

As a young lad, my father had to 
take the Succot set to the railroad 
station on the. eve of Succot. He 
waited until the train arrived and 
then gave the precious cargo to the 
engincer, who personally kept watch 
over it in the engine of his Southern 
Railway train. On arrival at his des- 
tination he delivered it to his next- 
door neighbour, an observant Jew in 
asmall Georgia town. 

My most poignant memories are 
of my grandfather as he prepared the 
Iulavim. ‘He would inspect cach 
lulav, checking the spine and the 
point very closcly. Then he stripped 
off a few of the long lulav leaves and 
intricately wove holder after holder 
for the myrtle and willow branches. 
With an exactness of which only he 
was capable, he fashioned holders 
for all ‘he lulavim and then an extra 
one for me to play’ with. Then he 
meticulously put together the entire 
set, and once ‘again checked the 
etrogim to make sure the pifom was 
still intact. The sets were now ready 
to be sent and were quickly dispatch- 
ed by mail to communities through- 


out the South. 
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WORTH FAR MORE THAN IT COSTS. 
Now another precious name WMF. 


Rosenthal china, glassware 
crysial and cutlery, long 
associated with beauty, 
‘innovation in design and 
function, is now available 
in Israel. 


Studio Linie 
The Rasenthal Studio is a 
collection which represents 
the most diverse artistic 
temperaments. Vassarely, 
Dali, Henry Moore are only 
3 of over 100 artists 
creating for Rosenthal. 


studio-linie 


aver eee ‘ 


Thomas 
A young taste combining 
superb quality and design 
with reasonable prices. 


Classic Rose 
Collection 
Reflecting the elegant and 
timeless tableware uf days 
gone by. 


Ideas for Gifts 
Choosing a gift isn’t easy. 
No two persons have the 
same taste preferences. We 
have therefore compiled a 
wide assortment of articles 
which make ideal gifts for 
people with excellent taste. 


Now, another 
precious name. 
WMF. 

A large es 
prestigous cutlery sets, 
perfectly designed and 
made to last a lifetime. 
72 piece sets available 
in elegant cases. 


Traditional ethnic 
& modern designs 
custom made 


oP 


large 55x75 cm. format 
moderately priced at $250 


es 


Other forms of 
printed Judaica 
_can be specially ordered 


Ἰπῶοδ-12 = Fé 


OG aR RT Ne 


PAGE SEVEN 


From tree 
to market 


Photographer Joel Fishman visited Kfar Habad where he saw 
Lubavitcher hassidim tending etrogim on trees (top left). He 
watched as workers inspected the fruit for imperfections (below 
left), removing spots with a toothpick, and as they carefully 
wrapped then for transport (above). The etrogim were then seen 
(below) fetching high prices on the streets of Mea Shearim in 
Jerusalem, 
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amma 0:2 
A sipecial 
celebration 


RT 


Leah Abramowitz 
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“AT THE end of the stenite (sahba- 
tical year when fields lie fallow) in 
1945," relates Rabbi Moshe Segul, 
swe decided to recall the ancient 
hakheil ceremony." Hakheil, almost 
the last mitzva mentioned in’ the 
Tora, was always observed on Suc- 
cot. H was a muss gathering of Jews 
ofallaes, from every walk of life, to 
hear a pubic recitation of the Law 
tead aloud. No such assembly had 
been held since biblical tines. 

Rabbi Segal, Dr. S.Z. Kahuna and 
Rabbi Yisraeli, all religious and poli- 
tical leaders during the British man- 
datory period, contacted all the im- 
portant rabbis of their generution to 
check if there was any objection. 
The general opinion was encourag- 


ing. 

Rabbi Segal first invited all the 
youth groups to gather in the court- 
ard of the Sephardi orphanage on 
Tati Road, since this was one of the 
largest yards in Jerusalem. 

Several hundred young people 
gathered that Succot day. They 
heard a number of inspiring 
speeches and then marched in a 
spontaneous parade, down the main 
street of the New City to Jaffa Gate, 
and then on to the succa of the Old 
Ciy's chief rabbi, Rabbi Kahana. 
Rabbi Kahana, a noted scholir, had 
left his prestigious office as chicf 
rabbi of Warsaw in 1940 to live near 
the Western Wall, 

“The succa was very large, long 
and narrow, bul certainly not big 
enough to hold all the people who 
guthered for hakheil that: year,” 
Rabbi Segal says. “People cume in, 
Breeted the rabbi, hud apiece of fruit 
or cake, made a blessing and left. 
There was a steady stream of human- 
ity flowing through that succa.” 

Dr. Kahana remembers that the 
Mass procession continued to the 
Hurva synagogue, where verses 
from the Bible and the Talmud were 
fead. Kohanim blew the shofar and 
many honoured guests from Israel 
and from abroad participated. “We 
made certain not to actually Aeld the 
hakheil service; that is possible only 
When the Temple is rebuilt and the 
Jewish sovereignty re-established,” 
he explains, Nevertheless, the goal 
of reminding the nation of the 
beautiful custom was amply 
achieved: 

By the time another shmmite year 

ad been completed (1952), the 
State of Israel was a reality, but the 
Old City of Jerusalem was no longer 
*ccessible. Rabbi Segal recalls that 
€nother attempt was made to com- 

nearer the hakheil ceremony and 

e pal took place in a most 

Ngruous location ~ at the foot- 
ball ae Katamon. 

en for years the ceremony re-_ 
ceded into oblivion. After the Six 
te, War the first opportunity to 
inate the hakheil custom fell dur- 
hg the sombre days of the Yom 

ippur War. 

ae in 1980, at the end of another 
“Mitta cycle, during the intermedi- 
“HY. days of ‘Tabernacles, as men- 


ΒΕ ΠΝ] 


wed in the book of Deuteronomy 
My, k ap a full und moving service 
laf Hes at the wall, in the presence 
' τοι #8 and important guests. The 
ve ἌΓ was blown, pertinent biblical 
“ dope were Tead, and only the para- 
i ment Members of every youth move- 
. pnd the. reception in the late 
" shace' we hana’s succa of unlimited 
ron Were missing, 


Really worth it. Take out a yearly subscription for 
͵ 


ἐμ μελέτας i a νι δ τε ἘΜ | 


Globes Kesafim. The economic paper for decision 
makers ~ [JEIA, will be brought to you 
each evening by special messenger. 


Included in the delivery, the economic 


weekly with a reputation —# Pad | 
Price? 


Only $25 a month 
PACKAGE DEAL 


ossible by phone @ Subscription Dept. & 03-253211. 
Orders p Visa, Isracard, Diners cards honoured. 


τὶ TDS 
τς. WEEK-LONG SEMINAR IN SAFAD Monday, October 22, 6 p.m. ~ 
| Gaturday night, October 27, “Living with the Timas—Jowilah Style" 
An in dapth study of thé Torah portion of the waek: Veal 
“ "Livastyle” workshops ἡ Meals with Chassldic famities * Shabbosing 
Ὁ Day hike to Meron, Ein Zeitim ἃ Tour of Safad ἃ Concert ἃ and MORE! 


Programme will be hald at the new Ascent Centra in the pictur 


esque old οἷν of Safad 

Cost~. $40 orshekal equivalent 
Registration deadline — Friday, Oct. 10 

For more Infarmation about this and our 

other upcoming programmes 

CALL 067-72087, 74226 or 02-287205 


μϑιεῆ ὑθπαμασνες OF JEM TIN LETT OLE 


TS DEES a OS ee [-ἸΓΈΞΕΞΟΣ [3535 5:5 {:Ἰ ΓΞ ΞΈΞΞξρεστς 


SSO 


Until now, smoking in public places was just plain rude. i 


Now, it’s illegal.too. . . 


SSO eS ee een. 
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TT IS common knowledge that Israel 
has mere antiquities per square inch 
than most countries have per square 
mile. It isalso true that Israel is more 
interesting than most countries for 
the curious traveller, because the 
sites are by and large marked and 
may easily be found. 

There is cnough information 
available to make intelligible what- 
ever itis you are looking at. This-is 
either in books, of which there are 
plenty- although of uneven quality - 
or in signs, instructions and explana- 
tidns at the site. 

So, with a bit of effort and a few 
good books you can "do" Isracl 
properly. 

The National Parks Authority de- 
serves n lot of credit for this situa- 
tien. Although phigued by a limited 
budget, and sometimes stow to act or 
react, the Authority has prepared 
and maintained a few dozen of the 
most important places in the coun- 
try. Chas laid out roads and paths, 
erected explanatory signs and dia- 
grams, printed site maps and pam- 
phicts, kept the sites lancdscaped, 
clean and tidy, and Lit where neees- 
Sry, 

They have sometimes recon- 
structed enough to let you feel what 
the place mast once have felt like, 
enstired safe ancl adequate parking, 
ἃ constant supply of water and clean 
toilets, 

All this makes life bearable for 
{housands of to und Israclis, 
who visit the Ναί Parks every 
week. 

Jerusalem is 
and 
Uhrough its MUS HpUENCICS 
prepared and preserved: doze 
wonderful archeologiad places in 
the city. 

There is the Citadel, the Burnt 
House, Damascus Ciate, the 
Israclite Tower, the Nea, the Cardo, 
The Broad Wath the Hlurvi and 
much more, They're there tosee and 
understine and enjoy. You have to 
voclewhers dike Egypt or Greece, 
fo see what goed shape we're in, 

TQasing said this, what about the, 
exceptions - those phices which are 
inaceessibly or closed cotirely, 
places available only to the faithful, 

Yh) prchsienain. ae nat avail 
able at all, 

fn the heart of the Old City of 
Jerusatem, an Suk Khan el-Zait, just 
at the foot wf the steps going up to 
the roof of (he Holy Sepulchre, in 
Zakatimo's Sweet Shup. 

In the back of the shop, in Zalati- 
Me's warehouse are ne more or less 
than four original steps, the original 
doorway und ἢ piece of the original 
facade of Constuntine’s Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre, dedicuted he- 
tween the 13th and 20th of Septem- 
her, 335 CE, 

Tf you want ἃ picture of the place, 
look ut the famous Madaba map, 
from the sixth century. There are the 
steps and there is the door. 

But Mr. Zalatimo got fed up with 
people walking through his shop, 
despite the fact that we always left 


blessed with aniactive 


* some money on the table when we 


left there, so he crected a dirty black 
walt right in the middle of the great 
doorway, . : 

A rare and precious bit of ancient 


Jerusalein suddenly hecame walled - 


off, or very nearly so, although you 


* gan still get there, and peek through ἢ 
a hole in the cinder block. If-it's . 


Teally urgent you can leak into that 
storeroom from the tap, through 4 
window at ground level half way up 
the stairs to the Holy Sapulchre roof. 
Bur as far‘as accessibilit 
has denied it.) a 


_ Have we camptaints against tim?-, 


I certainly do. ‘Bul F don't think 1 
have o cuse. The shop ‘is, after’ alt 


privale property. Are . (hero: fimits. 
with what a man may do With. His 


private property?, Appa 
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“religious property -{n. question- is 
Zalatime . (Ar arell ni j 
“os. Teal start α τίσ. 2 
“She Day: War 


Waiter Zanger suggests some special places to 
visit in Jerusalem during the holiday. . 


Holy Seputchre: More tut meets the eve. 


‘The district archeologist has known 
about the situation for more thin a 
year, is unhappy about it, but unable 
τὸ force Zalatimo to dismantle that 
block watt. 

Perhaps the authorities are unwill- 
ing 1) press the matter, for fear that 

iluation may hecame worse. 
cin close the plice entire- 
sine no legal limitations on 
ing of ancient sites, there 
nly should be, and if there are 
they should be enforced. 

The situation becomes more com- 
plicated when we are dealing with 
church property. In the Church οἱ 
the Holy Seputelire itself there are 
wondertil excavations. deep down 
below the foundations of the build 
ing. 

Climbing the cat-walk through 
there is criough ta make youdizzy. It 
is impossible to describe how deep 
was the stune quarry in whieh the 
churele was built (the dry fact. 11 
metres, doesn't do justice ἰὼ the 
actual size) or how massive were the 
foundations Constantine haul to raise 
to support his Church (some con- 
struction here is even Hadrianic!), 
without secing these huge walls. 

An additional discovery makes 
the place very moving; a pilgrim was 
here early in the Byzantine era and 
he drew a picture of his boat (with a 
lowered must ~ very rare!) on the 
wall. 

Beneath he wrote a simple inscrip- 
tion: DOMINE TVIMUS (“Lord, 
we have gone"), Σ 

!s this ἃ fulfitment of the verse 
from Psalms: “1 rejoiced when they 
said 10 me, let us go up to the house 
ofthe Lord"? Perhaps. T often wish T 
could take pilgrims there: they 
would be moved as | have been. But 
Tusually can’t, 

The excavations are below the 
Armenian chapel, one level down 
‘into the stone quarry af the back of 
the church, The door to them is 
locked, und the -key is with the 


- Armenians, And unless: you are 


Armenian, a. friend of the Atme- 
‘Bians, or sufficiently important to 
Tale VIP treatment, youcon’t get in. 

What shail we do: then when the 


‘Arab? (Care! 


“herd, Walter, : 
ne Seat 1 


ἐδ trii 
‘The 


i TAR 


“never beda In the! 


(David Rubinger) 


choice, the Moslem authorities 
agreed (o that. But only in part. The 
southeast corner of the Temple plat- 
form rises some 25 metres above the 
ground below, and isa likely spat for 
the Pinnacle, the corner which fi- 
gures in the Temptation of Jesus and 
the martyrdom of St. James. 

You used to be able to get to that 
corner, but now guards chase you 
away if you go anywhere near il, 
Below the corner is a series of Cru- 
sader vaults forming a great hull, 
culled Solumon’s Stables, It's ahuge 
roam, held up hy ἈΝ square pillars. 
You used te be able to get there (ao; 
now you cun't. 

The Galden Gitte has been ont of 
hous for year - for reasons no- 
badly ever bothered to explain, the 
guntrds shout at you if you make the 
feast uttempt to approach, 

Notanly do the police support the 
Moslem Wad fin this (and all other) 
matters, but the Border Police are 
stationed now on tup of the Gulden 
Gate, and even it you managed to 
avoid the guard, the Border Police 
won't let you get anywhere near it. 

Thatis alla preat pity. The Golden 
Gate is exquisite. It is also the oldest 
gate (by 1,000 years) into the Old 
City and the oldest structure of any 
kind on the Temple Mount, apart 
from the platform itself. 

It is extraordinarily holy to Christ- 
ianity. Every time Jesus came from 
the Mount of Olives to the Temple 
he came through that gate, for it is 
the only gate to the platform from 
the east. Moreover, tradition identi- 
fies it with the Beautiful Gate (of 
Acts 3:2). 

The Emperor Heraclius staged an 
extraordinary procession through 
that gate, as he returned the True 
Cross from Persian captivity in 629 
CE. But don’t go near the Golden 
Gate - you're asking for a lot of 
trouble. baa ee F 

Consider the Hulda Gates. They 
are just underneath Al-Aksa. You 
can see the realed-u feta (half 

ide of the-city 


of it) from ‘the outsi 
wall, just, underneath the: silver 
dome. There is 8 staircasé down next 


to the ninin entrance of the mosque—* 


tora looked door. The door hns been 
locked for as long as I can remem- 


* bor, Yet the gnte seems, at lenst in: 
part; to:be contemporary with ‘the . 


“platlonn: that, is, Herodignt I’ve 
re,.80 I can't:tell 
ke. The pictures 
he gate is un- 


“you what it {dels 
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There is more to write about the 
Temple Mount, but the point is 
mide. Despite everything that hap- 
pened before 1967, the government 
of Israel and the Jerusalem Munici- 
patity have been extraordinarily 
sensitive τὸ the feelings of the Arab 
community. 

It's hard τὸ think of a comparable 
example of communal generosity af- 
ter a war. And I believe that this is a 
goud thing. But there are limits and 
the closing of precious places is 
beyond acceptable limits, in my 
opinion. 

Have we done with Zalatimo, the 
Armenians, and the Moslem Aakf? 
Time for the Jews. Do you know 
anything about the Western Wall? It 
isa retaining wall Herod constructed 
to hold up the ‘Temple platform. 
That wall is 485 metres long. Of its 
485 metres, 60 are now in use as an 
open-air prayer place for the Jews. 

Another 60-70 metres are to the 
south, past the ramp going up to the 
Mugrabi Gate. Add the width of the 
ramp itself, perhaps 10 metres, and 
another 30 metres to the north, 
underneath the Mahkameh build- 
ings and Wilson's arch. 

Making any calculation we like, 
we can account for not nore than 
2) netres of Herod's wall, Where is 
the rest? Behind locked gates, that's 
where, and you have to have some 
real heavy proteksia to find it. 

For the past 10 years the Ministry 
of Religious Affairs has been ex- 
cavating the northern section of the 
wall. They have dug a tunnel-like 
something looking like a coal mine 
as far as the northern corner, site of 
the Antonia fortress. 

They have also excavated down to 
the buttom uf the Tyropeon Valley. 
There ure great rooms and halls 
down there, Hasmanean or Flero- 
dian, which are very impressive. 
Warren's Gate is in the tunnel, dis- 
covered in the bast century. [twas the 
furthest north of the four gates on to 
the platform from the west. Et is 
seme ΠῚ metres north of the closed 
gate. 

But most astonishing are two 
stones in there. As Jimmy Durante 
used to say: “You ain't seen nuthin’ 
yet.” There is une stone of the 
wih which αν 11 metres long, 2.8 
metres high and 3.5 metres deep. 1t 
weighs something like 350 tons. 

The Sccond ane is even bigger: 14 


metres lung -- the other dimensions” 


are the same — and its weight has 
heen estimated at between 415 and 
420 tons! 

There are larger cut stones in the 
world ~ not many, perhaps, but the 
obelisk at Karnak is one. When we 
consider that the largest stone in the 
Pyramids weighs 10 (some say 15) 
tons and the largest stone of 
Stonehenge weighs 40 tons, it ἰδ clear 
that we are in the presence of some 
kind of engineering marvel. How on 
earth did Herod move these mons- 
ters into place? 

Atleast in Karnak they could float 
the obelisk down the Nile. They had 
to drag it only a few hundred metres 
from the water, then put it on a 
free-standing base, not fit it high into 
an enormous wall. How indeed does 
one do such things in Jcrusalem? 


- Herod left, us a bit of work here 
-without parallel in the entire world. 


-No more or less than that. : 

. The extraordinary excavations are 
“open ta the public on the intermedi- 
816 days of Passover, Succot, and 
‘Hanukkn — that is for.a.fow days 
consecutively ‘three ‘times a year. 
‘Only a part of the (unnel is then 
available. Forget” about the halls 
‘down at the bottom. In any case they 


“gre. 10t ready to be seen ~ you can 


‘look “into them through a hole on 
top, .on' the way to Wilson's: arch 
‘through the tunnels under the 
Mahkameh. : 8 


huppens to be at the wall on those. 
days and during those times of the 
day when the area is open for women 
—men can get in under Wilson's arch 
at any hour — from 8.30 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Sunday, Tuesday and Wednes. 
day, from 11,30, maybe 12 noon, to3 
p-m. on Menday and Thursday, 
from 8.30 till noon (or is it 1 p.m.4) 
on Fridays, and closed Saturdays 
and holidays, including Rosh 
Hodesh (or something like that) - 
gets ta see the excavations. 

Everybody else who's there on the 
remaining 350 days of the year, orat 
the wrong time of the wrong day - in 
fact, the other 99 per cent of the 
visiting population of Jerusalem ~ is 
simply out of luck. And there's no- 
thing to be done about it. 

Nothing, that is, unless you hap- 
pen to have friends in the Ministry of 
Religious Affairs, or can make your- 
self make friends. A telephone call 
here and there wilt usually open 
doors. The odd bottle of whis- 
key doesn't hurt either. Sometimes 
you can stand at the big gate at the 
back of Wilson's arch and shout for 


- Haim (or is it Moshe?) and smile a 


fot and tell him Avraham (or is it 
Yehuda?) sent you, and what with 
one thing and another he'll let you 
in. 

T, in any event, have stood at the 
gate with people with whom I was 
travelling, watching helplessly as 4 
portly bearded gentleman with 8 
black frock coat led his group of 
tourists through into the excava- 
tions, and wouldn't let the four of us 
come in, too. It bothered us ἃ lot. 
(All Jews are equal. but some Jews 
are more equal than others.) 

Clearly the Ministry of Religious 
Affairs has a grip on what it considers 
its territory, and will not be moved 
intu making concessions to the rest 
of the world. certainly not in the 
present political situation, 

The last time 1 asked the keeper of 
the keys to let me in. Shamir had just 
resigned ts prime minister and calt- 
ed new elections. The answer was 
that there's nu government, so πὸ. 
body is in charge, 501 can’t goin. | 

People of little power will exercise 
what little they have in a most rigor 
aus way, just to prove how much 
power they still have - and there is 
no difference here between the 
Ministry of Religious Affairs down 
at the wall or the Wakf up on the 
platform. 

Itdoesn't matter that Leannot find 
one single reference to the Western 
Wall in the whole of Talmudic litera- 
ture, not in Rashi, Ibn Ezra or the 
Rambam, the Ramban, Estori Ha- 
Parhi nor in anybody else who 
ever been in Jerusalem before 
15th century. : 

In fuct, with the xception of one 
quote from Benjamin of Tudela, in 
the 1170s, I never ἴοι Νά any indica- 
tion that the wall was special to the 
Jews at ail before the rule of the 
Ottoman Turks in the 16th century. 

What little material there isn 
Talmudic sources refers to an 
piece of the Temple, up by 
Golden Dome of today, and not to 
the Herodian retaining wall outsice. 
In my opinion, so does the quote 
from Benjamin δι LL ante 

Yet history is for ac 5. I 
fact is that the Ministry for hace 4 


- Affairs has got the wall, cl 


excavations north of-it, and πε 
ulated the rest beyond human ua 
standing. ΓΩ͂Σ 

Not even the government of Israel 


_ can do anything about it, although | 


know it tried. ἴ 
. Sad, perhaps, but true. We 
only be thankful for what we ac 
and.wait for better days. Meanwhi κι 
we have to.live with the Ministry 
Religious Affairs, ‘as we have to ive 
with Zalatimo, the Armenians. 


eae the Wald. Who ‘said:life has to be 
"+ The. tourlst or-piigrim who just - ΜΝ Ε 


easy? 
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Michelle Mazel describes the medieval 


celebration of Hoshana Raba, marking the 
last day of Succot. Drawings by Eliahu Eilon. 


THE GIANT crescent of Islam 
shines brightly over the golden 
Dome of the Rock while the silver 
cupola of the Aksa Mosque 
gleams dully on the Jerusalem sky- 
line. It is now over nine centuries 
since the soldiers of ‘Titus put the 
torch to the great Temple and drove 
the Jews from Jerusalem. On Mount 
Moriah the twin sanctuaries of Islam 
stand where Solomon built his proud 
Temple 20 centuries earlier. 

To the east, beyond the Kidron 
Valley, a gaudy throng, singing and 
dancing, is making its way slowly up 
the Mount of Olives, among the 
πίῃς of the great Byzantine chur- 
ches destroyed during the Persian 
invasion of 614. The crowd is ascend- 
ing toward the summit, the place 
where so long ago David, fleeing his 
son Absalom, stopped to kneel and 
worship the Lord. 

This is the traditional procession 
of Hoshana Raba, the seventh and 
last day of the Succot festival. Pil- 
grims from all over the country and 
the medieval world are here for this, 
the greatest event of the Jewish 
calendar. 

Between the destruction of the 
Second Temple and the arrival of the 
Crusaders in Jerusalem more than a 
thousand years an sg During 
these 10 centurics the Jews were 
nore than once driven out of Jeru- 
salem but there were always a few 
who drifted back, settling on the 
Slopes of Mount Zion and north of 
the Temple Mount, It was a small, 
armas community but it hung 
The centre of learning and Juda- 
ism had shifted from Jerusalem to 
Ticher and safer places throughout 
the medieval world, and yet. at least 
once a year, Jews gathered in Jeru- 
salem for the prescribed pilgrimage. 
|n these troubled times it was no 

er possible to observe all three 
yearly pilgrimages, and somehow 
had emerged as the only one 
Ἰ be widely observed, perhaps be- 
Cause the booths set up in observ- 
ince of the law provided suitable 
<< for the pilgrims ata 
ξ gings were no longer 
wailable inJerusuiem, : 
rbidden~ at times under prin of 
1 ~ to enter the Temple Mount, 
‘ die aus to one of the few 
SUN open to them: the 
Mount of Olives. There the dove had 
en rh branch it brought Noah to 
{πὶ the flood was over: there, 
the Divi to a medieval tradition, 
ing the ne presence had fled follow- 
truction of the Temple 
Judgment Day would be- 


mg TEEN wall hangings designed 
Nove uted by Israeli artist Moshe 
the pee” now being exhibited in 


ς of the Dan Hotel i 

A ne Dan Hotel in Tel 
oul te hangings, hand-woven of 
‘nude oe at the D-Art plant, 
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gin, uccording to some of the 
prophets. 

From the summit, Jews could gaze 
wistfully upon Mount Moriah where 
the Temple had stood for so long; 
they could pray facing the place 
where the altar used to be. Slowly 
the Succot pilgrimage turned into a 
tradition so ancient no one remem- 
bered when it had started, 

Conquerors came and went in 
Jerusalem; the Temple of Jupiter set 
up hy Hadrian was pulled down in 
the fourth century with the advent of 
official Christianity in the city and 
the vast esplanade remained de- 
serted until the Islamic conquest; 
still, the pilgrimage went on. By the 
end of the ninth century it had be- 
come the most important event of 
the Jewish year, From all over the 
world Jews came to Jerusalem for 
Succot. 

Hoshanu Raba, was turned 
into a day of great rejoicing 
and celebration. A festive proces- 
sion made its way ‘joyfully to the 
summit of the mount and circled it 
seven times, in memory of the seven 
hakafot that used to be made around 
the altar in the great Temple. 

First came the cohanim, the de- 
scendants of Aliaron, resplendent in 
their silk robes. Then came n great 
crowd of pilgrims in their holiday 
finery, singing, dancing and waving 
willow branches. 

This was u day for announcements 
of special interest to the Jewish 
world, such as whether the year was 
going to be a leap year. Alms were 
collected for religious purposes. It 
was also the occasion for a display of 
pride and riches much frowned on by 
some of the leading sages of the 
time. 

The story goes that once Rabbi 
Hai, the last great Gaon of Pumbe- 
ditha — the acknowledged centre of 
Judaism and Jewish learning at the 
time -- was in Jerusalem for the 
Succot pilgrimage. As the proces- 
sion circled the summit, Hai stood 
aside, laughing quietly to himself. 

When asked why he was alone, 
and why such merriment, he replied 
that he had in fact been walking and 
conversing with Elijah the Prophet. 
Upon being asked when the Messiah 
would come, Elijah had answered 
that it would have to wait until the 
procession was led by true cohanim, 
adding: “Do you see all these coha- 
nim, dressed in robes and walking - 
proudly? None of them is of the seed 
of Aharon; but the ers pst 
last in sorry rags, limping and blin 
in one ek the only true cohen, of 
the seed of Aharon...”. : 


On the market ἢ 


ased at the Dan gallery in the hotel. 


FOR AMATEUR gardeners who 
love to care for plants but don't 
understand why they wither and die, 
the Council for a Beautiful Israel is 
holding a series of monthly lectures 
and workshops at the Israel Con- 
struction Centre in Ramat Aviv. For 
further details cull Gila Harel, 03- 
23504, 013-227309. - ἔῃ 


THE JERUSALEM POST SUPP! 


On July 15, 1999, the Crusaders 
stormed the wails of Jerusalem. The 
massacre that followed remains un- 
aig in the long und bloody 

istory of the ily. Krostems and 
Jews, for unce united, were slaught- 
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ered indiscriminately until the ‘Tem- 
ple Mount ran red with blond. 
There was no Succot celebration 
on the Mount of Olives that yeur, or 
the next. Indeed, nothing was left of 
this peaceful and bappy pilgrimage 
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but memories that soon turned into 
legends, and a few songs and prayers 
specially written for the great pro- 
cession and found many centuries 
later in the gniga of the [bn Ezra 
synagogue of Cairo. 


You'll hear... 
Hora, 
Hai, Haleluya, 
Al Kol Elle, 
Ba-Shana-haBéa, 
Hava Nagila, 
Yerushalayim Shel 
Zahav 
And more... 


llanit 


Avi Toledano, 
Milk and Honey, 
The Gevatron, 
Yafa Yarkoni, 


You Don’t Have to Be Israeli 


to love the way we make music 


Amisrael Hai 


Cassette 


A Salute to the Israeli Songs Known the World Over 


PLUS 


Free hard cover song book containing 25 songs in 
Hebrew, English translation and phonetic 


transliteration 


And others... 


Regular 


Price [55,600 
- Now only IS5 250 


To: BOOKS, The Jerusalem fost, POB 81, Jerusalam 91000 


Price valid until Ogtgber 31. 


-SUCCOT 


Please send me......... Amisrsel Hal Cassettes 
for 5 5,260 each Including a frae copy of the sang book fur aach cassette. . 
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